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to reject iny scheme if they thought it would weaken the
Indian Government instead of greatly strengthening it.
Gentlemen, I have never been told in reply that the scheme
would weaken the Government. It is isolation, it is exclu-
siveness, it is want of touch with the people which weakens
British rule in India, and my desire is t<3 strengthen that
rule by bringing it in touch with the people, by enlisting
the zealous cooperation of a great and loyal nation.

Permit me, gentlemen, to refer for a moment to my own
experience as a District Officer. You are aware that a
District Officer is liable to frequent transfers; and I was
sometimes in charge of districts where 75 per cent of the
people were Hindus, and at other times of districts where
75 per cent were Mahomedans. I may remark in passing
that everywhere I received the cordial cooperation of the
people in my administrative work, and the sympathy and
support which I received froni Mahomedan zamindars and
the Mahomedan population generally enabled me to admi-
nister with some degree of success such vast and difficult
districts as Backergunj and Mymensingh. But what I wish
specially to mention is that in these Mahomedan districts
the Government always employed a number of able
Mahomedan Deputy Collectors to advise and help the Dis-
trict Officer in his work; "and in all questions relating to the
social and economic conditions of the Mahomedan people,
and to their public feelings and religious sentiments, I
received the most valuable heljp and advice from my
Mahomedan colleagues in the work of administration.
Gentlemen, the duties and responsibilities of a District
Officer ate humble compared to the manifold duties and
high responsibilities 'of a Vfcerby dr the Governor of a
Province; and I therefore often ask myself if those states-
men do not sometimes feel, as we, humble District Officers,